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Welcome to the first of monthly e-newsletters providing you with updates about violence against women issues.

The Roundtable on Violence Against Women is a not-for-profit organisation seeking an end to gender-based violence in Aotearoa New Zealand.  The Roundtable on Violence Against Women aims to promote and protect the human rights of women to live free of male violence. 
For more information see our website www.roundtablevaw.org.nz  or email info@roundtablevaw.org.nz
In this issue:

· Are women as violent as men? 

· Domestic Violence Bill 

· Australasian Policing Strategy for family violence

· Peace march
· Rape Prevention Education workshops

· Websites we like.

Are women as violent as men in relationships?
Once again the argument that women are as violent as men has been playing out in the media.  In January, Bill Ralston's column in the Sunday Herald argued that women commit just as much partner abuse as men, quoting the Christchurch longitudinal study as proof: http://www.nzherald.co.nz/opinion/news/article.cfm?c_id=466&objectid=10552354  

Media commentator and one of the faces of the “ It’s not OK” family violence prevention campaign,  Russell Browne,  provided a reasoned response that made reference to the methodological and contextual issues that need to be considered : http://www.publicaddress.net/5622
 The Roundtable on Violence Against Women responded with a Letter to the Editor:

“Bill Ralston claims that, in domestic violence, women are as violent as men, referencing just one study. Sadly, domestic violence is a more complex issue.
There are contradictory research findings depending on the definition and scale of violence being measured and the questions asked. Studies of the general population find similar numbers of women and men report being hit.  However, police, courts and domestic violence services find that most violence - domestic and in general - is done by men. 
The reason for conflicting evidence is that violence can occur within a range of situations - within a pattern of controlling behaviour, one-off, self-defence, retaliation, or protection of a child. 
Community surveys measure situational violence, where no one is harmed or controlled - they can describe men and women as being equally violent. Violence that is a deliberate tactic for maintaining power and control through fear, intimidation, coercion and use of force, is the most lethal and dangerous violence. It is truly 'domestic terrorism', and the perpetrators are more often men. 
Services and campaigns need to focus on the most serious problem first. The murder statistics show us this is men's violence to women and children.”

See the attached factsheet on gender and violence for more information about the different forms and measurements of domestic violence. 

The Roundtable on Violence Against Women provides links to many pieces of research on the gender analysis of domestic violence - see: http://www.roundtablevaw.org.nz/Research.html#Gender_Analysis_of_Violence 

Domestic Violence Bill
This bill strengthens police powers, sentencing provision and bail conditions relating to domestic violence.  Submissions to the Select Committee are open until Friday, 27 February 2009. 

The text of the Bill is at: http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2008/0009-1/latest/DLM1774205.html 

There is a meeting in Wellington for those interested in writing a submission to the Bill – at Wellington Women’s Refuge,  84 Willis St Community House, level M, 5:30pm Wednesday the 18th Feb.  
The Roundtable on Violence Against Women will circulate comments on the Bill after that meeting.   
Australasian Policing Strategy for Family Violence
Last year, the Police Commissioners of Australia and New Zealand released a policing family violence strategy.  The Strategy aims to provide consistent police policies and practices between Australia and NZ.  
The strategy is positive in that it states  up-front that “family violence is a gendered issue… a finding that has been established through extensive research on the issues, and figures supporting these findings are duly reflected in the statistics recorded.” 
See the strategy at:  http://www.police.govt.nz/resources/2008/aust-family-violence-policy-2008/AAFV_Strategy_Print_Proof_Nov_08.pdf  
Rape Prevention Education Workshops in Auckland
Dealing with Disclosures  (4th March, 2nd July, or 7th October 2009)
In this one day interactive workshop you will learn:
· About the prevalence, dynamics and effects of child sexual abuse and sexual assault.
· Effective, safe pathways to responding to disclosure.

· The practical implications of dealing with disclosures for clients, and you as a professional.

· Of the services available in your area for survivors and people working with them.

 

Preventing Sexual Violence: What Works For Youth (29th April 2009) 
 In this one day interactive workshop you will learn:

· The latest research – what works in prevention education regarding sexual violence & youth.

· Common Issues that arise in the school setting when delivering this education.
· How best to deal with a disclosure of sexual violence from youth.

· Appropriate ideas and practical activities to be incorporated into prevention programmes.

Selected workshops also include a special presentation from Tiaki Tinana:  Maori clinical practice focused on supporting Maori strategies to improve whanauora, Maori health and wellbeing.
 

ONLY $195 + GST Places are limited. Contact Kylie Tippett at Rape Prevention Education:

09 360 4001 ext 207 or 021 30 11 22  email: kylie@rapecrisis.org.nz
 

 
Websites we like

http://www.dvirc.org.au/HelpHub/friends.htm - Helping  someone who is being abused in a relationship
A guide for families, friends and neighbours to take action. 
http://new.vawnet.org/category/index_pages.php?category_id=867   Special Collection of Online Learning Tools on Violence Against Women  

This collection provides a sampling of available Online Learning Tools with subject matter related to violence against women prevention and intervention. Materials included in this collection have four key components: they are 1) free, 2) available online, 3) interactive, and 4) self-guided. They can be used for individual education or as tools for trainers. Tools include: Online Classes/Tutorials/Courses, Slideshows & PowerPoint Presentations, Podcasts/Audio, Videos, Web Conferences, Toolkits, Quizzes, and more.

http://www.hma.co.nz/Self-Help/default.asp - Self-help pages for New Zealand men
A range of factsheets and worksheets for men who are violent to women and children, including an understanding of how male privilege and traditional gender roles play a part in sexual and domestic violence.
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